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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING (SPECIAL POWERS) BILL 2011 

Second Reading 
Resumed from 7 April. 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.41 pm]: I will 
commence my remarks at this very late stage of the evening. I note that I have only a few minutes, so I will just 
do a gentle warm-up, and I will probably be able to complete my remarks at some point tomorrow. The 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting—otherwise known as CHOGM—has been organised to be held 
in Perth from 28 to 30 October this year. I understand that Perth was identified by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Rudd, as an ideal place in which to conduct CHOGM, as this state is the powerhouse of the country, 
and we are at an exciting place in our history. Perth will certainly be a very attractive place for the 3 000 or 4 000 
foreign dignitaries — 

Hon Donna Faragher: It is 3 000 dignitaries and delegates, and about 1 000 media and others. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Okay—a big media pack. Perth will be a very attractive place for all those people to visit 
for that period. I understand that included in those numbers will be about 50 heads of sovereign states. That will 
be an interesting period in Perth, not only with the CHOGM event, but also with the events that will be 
conducted prior to, and after, the formal CHOGM meeting. I am sure we will go through the detail of that 
tomorrow. This will be a very interesting time for all of us, because this will be the first time that CHOGM has 
been held in Perth. For many of us, CHOGM will be a once-in-a-lifetime event. It is, therefore, beholden on both 
the federal and state governments to make sure that they get it right.  

Part of getting it right is the legislation that we need to put in place to deal with the security issues that will 
surround CHOGM, given the nature of the people who will come to Perth for that event. This legislation focuses 
on a range of changes to policing and security matters, to try to ensure that Perth is indeed a safe place for the 
duration of that meeting. The balancing act that the government has to face with this legislation is to ensure that 
in providing these proposed powers to the police for this event, it is providing appropriate standards of security, 
while at the same time it is protecting the rights of the citizens of Perth. I am sure that as we work through this 
legislation tomorrow, we will go into more detail about a range of issues that have been thrown up for discussion 
as a result of this bill.  

This legislation has been moving through the Parliament for a series of months now. When I next have the 
opportunity, I will talk about some of the concerns that the opposition has about aspects of this legislation. As I 
said, I have a number of questions to which I hope the parliamentary secretary will be able to provide a response, 
either when she replies to the second reading debate or when we move into committee. Since this piece of 
legislation has moved from the Assembly to this place, the government has tabled an extensive list of 
amendments. In fact, some 15 amendments to this bill arose out of the debate in the other place. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to temporary orders. 
 


